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West NeWbury, MA —  
susan Mary (Poore) Follans-
bee of West Newbury passed 
away at the age of seventy two 
on Wednesday, september 4, 
2013 after a coura-
geous battle with 
cancer, surrounded 
by loving family and 
friends.  she was born 
on March 29, 1941 in 
stoneham to Howard 
and Mary (Ander-
son) Poore.  Her fam-
ily returned to West 
Newbury in the 1950’s where 
susan spent the remainder of 
her life.

susan was devoted to her 
faith, family, and community 
and was passionate about 
genealogy and town history.  
For over fifty years, she was 
an active member of the West 
Newbury Congregational 
Church.  In her many roles 
at the church, she served as 
sunday school teacher, choir 
member, youth group head 
chef, treasurer, Deaconess, 
web page designer, prayer 
chain coordinator and was 
recently named Lifetime Dea-
con in recognition of her years 
of service.  susan’s service to 
her community included lead-
ing Cub scout, brownie and 
Girl scout troops, volunteer-
ing as a teacher’s aide, donat-
ing more than ten gallons of 
blood over her lifetime and 
preparing income tax returns 
for senior citizens.  she earned 
an Associate’s Degree in Com-
puter technology from North-
ern essex Community College 
in 1986 and worked in office 
management for over 20 years.  
susan was a member of the 
sons and Daughters of the 
First settlers of Newbury, the 
West Newbury Historical so-
ciety and the West Newbury 
Historical Commission. she 
kept the books for West New-

bury’s rural Cemetery and 
authored a book, “Cemetery 
records of West Newbury” in 
1997.  she also worked with 
others to preserve and re-

pair gravestones in 
historic cemeteries 
in Newburyport and 
West Newbury.  In 
2011, susan co-au-
thored a book, “West 
Newbury (Images of 
America)”, with her 
friend, Jane Wild, a 
culmination of years 

of work locating historic pho-
tos of West Newbury as she 
visited with residents.  In 2012, 
susan retired from active ser-
vice in her church and was 
honored with a celebration by 
her church family and friends.  
she was named West New-
bury’s Citizen of the year in 
2013 in recognition of her life-
time of service to the town. 

susan is survived by her 
husband of fifty four years, 
Gordon, son russell and his 
wife Denise, daughter Linda 
and her companion ruane 
Crummett, and son Daniel, his 
wife Lynne and their children 
Faith and Joshua, brother 
George Poore, aunt emily 
Poore, aunt Jeanette Poore, 
aunt Louise Muzrall and many 
close friends, some of whom 
knew her as “Auntie susie.”

 
ArrAngemenTs: A memorial 

service will be held on saturday, 
september 14, 2013 at 11:00 a.m. 
at the West newbury Congrega-
tional Church, 308 main street, 
followed by a reception in the 
church hall. 

 
in lieu of flowers, please con-

sider a contribution to the West 
newbury Congregational Church 
or the merrimack valley Hospice 
House, 360 north Ave, Haverhill, 
mA 01830.
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